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Cave fmd brings exclted crowds, S0 ...

SITE OF DISCOVERY

XPERTS digging in a-

B

rssON MENDIPS
IS KEPT A SECRET

cave “somewhere in the

Mendips™ may be on the threshold of im
aﬁﬁxaeeiegmal discoveries, writes a bt

e

correspondent.

of amateur enthusiasts who duz
up human bones—and gold. Reahs—
ing the - &nportmce of their find

they called in experts who have |
since been painstakingly at work
on “site.

Bat until their work is

ap;imachmg conclusion, the exact|

site of the cave must remain a
secret. For many people like

cf:cv?s and there is danger in the|-
Only a few years  ago, gfressl

reports of the discovery a
human skeleton brought so many
“sightseers fo Somerset farm
t}mi; the gates ha.d to be padlocked
and digging suspended untxl the

excwement had died down..
= PROSPECTORS 4

Pu:bhc interest in archeeology is
sald fired chiefly by skele-
tons,  mosaic pavemenis and
Roman coin hoards, in that erder;
but ib-would be truer to put caves
ab bhe ‘top of the list.

- when, as in the Iatest
Tca e mly—dxscovered cave

centamed both - skeletons and
“gold, it is obvious that prema-
%m:e publicity would result in

g like an arc gi-
old rush by sightseers and
souvenir-hunters. -

In wooded country, strong
parbed=wire fencing would be
needed to keep Sut pick-and-
shovel prospectors——and let one

add that it is not only small boys
secret and un-

who indulge in
authorised digging!

GRAVE-ROBBERS

To prevent a stampede, with its
conse%eent damage to property,
must the first reaction of any
farmer or landowner on whose
-ground such a discovery is made.
1 can, therefore, do no more than
say, without disclosing ifs location,
“4hat I saw this tiny cave a few
. months back and was shown frag-
ments of skulls and Iimb-bones
from several skeletons and that
‘not long afterwards, a gold armlet
was found:

-So . completely. disturbed and
breken _were these huiman remains
{onie lower jaw was in three
pieces) that it would be unfair to

~— The cave was found by a group |throw all the blame on b@;
or other burrowing anhimals b

the armlef of gold, which is cer-
‘tainly not less and perhaps not
much more than 2,000 years old,
does suggest a reason.

It may be that this small
burial ¢ ber had been dis-
covered before,
dreds of years ago, and had
been looted by grave-robbers. It
remains to be seen whether they
overloocked any other armlets or
grave-goods.

Archsology is not primarily a
hunt. for buried treasure and it is
unfortunate that sites of this kind
are often discovered, sometimes
after a great deal of hard work:
and patient searching, by men
who lack the skill to execavate

them.
UNFAIR

It frequently happens, and net
only in this country, that a sense
of duty results in the discoverers
handing o3
archseologist: In the worst cases, |
they find that an expert and his
students take over, and that they |
themselves are not allowed fo take
any part in the work. The most
they can expect is a brief men-|
tion in the prmted report on the
excavations.

This kind of treatment is not
only unfair, it is stupid, because
amateurs smarting under a sense

_of injustice are likely to keep
future discoveries to themselves
and perhaps, through lack of
skill, ~ destroy evidence that
should. be exomined by experts.
None the less, it is the clear

duty of amabeurs to Teport impor-|
tant discoveries to the proper
guarters. The next step should
be the formation of a committee

e and fhe appointment

of a Director-of Excavation. The

latter should be someone whose
skill and knowledge command
respect, and who can be frusted
not to “hog the limelight.”

To fulfil fhese conditions in

Somerset—a county in which no

professional archaeologlsts are
employed—is likely to be ult

It should not he unpossxble,

long as there are skilled amabeurs
ready to work for the good of the
cause.

perhaps hun-|

over their site fo a trained |

WOOKEY HOLE WARNING

Caveman Eracelet
starts a row

Sunday Express Reporter

THE ﬁndmg of a gold bracelet belleved to be at least
3,000 years old in a newly discovered cave in
Somerset has sparked off a row. '

ON ONE SIDE is Mr. Evan .
Harris, an ex-coal miner, of
Ash-lane, Wells, who found
the bracelet after his 12-
year-old son Gwilym had
discovered the cave.

ON THE OTHER is Wing-
Commander G. W. Hodgkinson,
owner of famous Wookey Hole
Caves and of the land on which
the new cave was found.

Said Mr. Harris: “ My only
reward was to be kicked out
and stopped from caving there

%

| any more.
| 3
Hush hush
“I understood that the.

bracelet would be exhibited in
the Wookey Hole Cave Museum
and that my son would be
given credit for finding the
cave.

i Instead everythmg is hush-

hush, and my son has been
robbed of the credit he
deseryes.”

Said Mrs. Hodgkinson, wife of
the wing-commander: “The
police and goroner have been in-
Iormted, and the legal position is
that ‘the . bracelet is our
property. !

“Harris dug gt first without
permission. Later we gave loeal
archeeologists permission to dig
but then we were told we should
not allow this because the find
was so valuable,

“ Seven very old skulis have
been discovered in the cave and
. the experts say the moving of a
bone even an eighth of an inch
can upset their deductions.

The reason

“Everything has to be
handled so ecarefully. That is
Why we stopped the amateurs.

“Now a Brisiol archsologist
and two professors are in charge
of excavations.

“The bracelet is tremendously
important. We have had a copy
of it made for the museam but
the bracelet itself is in the safe.

“Our reason for keeping the
discovery quiet was because we
cannot patrol 800 acres of wood-
‘land and caves and we might
have people all over/ the place
doing irreparable damage,”

The wing -commander has
warned that he will ‘prosecute
anyone digging on his land with-
out permission.

“We must leave everything to
the experts” said Mrs,

-t

Hodgkinson.



treasure

bracelet not

trove:

— e o e
who gets it now?

TWO men walked from a

Wells courit yesterday with

different ideas on the future of a gold bracelet that

Hole.

Wing-Cmdr. Gerard William
Hodgkinson, . manager of,
Weokey Hole Caves, Lid.. owns |
the site where the bracelet was
found and now wants it as the
_prize exhibit in his museum of |
archeeological finds.

Mr. Evan Harris, a Weish coal-
miner, who unearthed the brace-
let, wants it to go the British
Museum and, if possible, to be
exhibited in Wells’s own museum.
~ They had both heard Mr. H A
Horner (North Somerset Coroner)
say that the find was NOT
treasure trove, and therefore ifs
futtre rested between the finder|
and the man on whose land the
bracelet was found.

The subject of the inguest was
handed for inspection to the
Coroner and the jury of eight.
They saw a gleaming untarnished
pure gold bracelet, worth perhaps
£12 10s. as bullion, but as for its
archeeological value . . several
;vitqesses deseribed it as “ priee-
€587

FROM " BRONZE - AGE

It had, said Mr. Edmund John
Mason, an archzology expert,
probably been dropped by a
Bronze Age woman. Sueh brace-
lets, he said, were normally found
in _pairs if they had been
“deliberately buried. Mr. Mason,
who lives at 11, Kendon Drive,
Westbury - on - Trym, told the
Coroner that, though he had taken
over the excavations affer Mr.
Harris’s discovery, he had found
nothing else.

It took only a trowel used in

¥

for 3,000 years has lain hidden in loam seil at Wookey

shallow seoil fo unearth the
ireasure, said Mr. Harris, describ-
ing how he found the bracelet in
December 1955. He said he was
working as a “keen amateur” on
excavations at Wookey Hole with
the permission of Wing-Cmdr.
%hnson when he made the

Instruciing - the jury,  Mr.

| Horner told them thaf to qualify
as treasure frove, an arficle must
have been deliberately buried by

the owner. Something that had
been dropped accidentally, or
deliberately thrown away, was not
ireasure trove.

A REPLICA MADE

As the man actually in posses-

sion of the find, the Wing-Cmdr. |'

told the Evening Post he was
pleased with the court’s decision
and said he had already had a
replica made. The replica would
go on show. The article itself
would be locked in his safe.

But Mr. Harris, through bhis
solicitor, Mr. A. St. G. Bulleid, said
that when he handed over the

bracelet to the Wing-Commander |

he was under the impression it
would go to a public museum.

Wing-Cmdr. Hodgkinson replied:
“Not at all. The understanding
was that it would go tc my own
private museum.” :

The last word went to Mr.
Bulleid, who said: “ We still hope
the Wing-Commander will change
his mind. ’'m going t6 write to him
suggesting that the fairest course
would be to donate it to a public
museum.”

ca 5¢

GOLD BRAGELET MAY
BE 3,000 YEARS OLD

THE gold bracelet—believed

to be 3,000 years old—
which was discovered recently
“ somewhere in the Mendips,”
was found, it was revealed
today, in a newly-excavated
rock shelter at Wookey Hole
Caves.

Mrs. G. W. Hodgkinson, wife of
Wing-Cdr. Hodgkinson, owner of
the caves, told the Evening Post
today it had been hoped to keep
the discovery quiet until experts
learned more about the finds, but
the news leaked out through local
people who were interested as
ramaturs in archoeology.

“The bracelet is tremendously
 important, and we have had a
copy of:it made for Wookey Hole
Caves Museum. The bracelet itself

is in the Safe at my husband’s
bank. -

VERY OLD SCULLS

“Fragments of seven very  old
skulls have also been discovered in
the shelter, and the experts say
that if amateur diggers moved a |
‘bone even an eighth of an inch,
%t; might well upset their deduc-
ions.

“That is why we cannot allow
' local amateurs, - enthusiastic
' as they are, to go on digging.”
i Wing-Cmdr. Hodgkinson has put
j’up notices saying anyone digging
on his land without permission
[ will be prosecuted.

| The hracelet was found by
| Gwilym Harris (12), son of Mr.|
{ Evan Harris, of Ash Lane, Wells, |
and a member of Wookey Spelaeo-
logical Society. He will be credited
| with the discovery when the report
ron the find is prepared by Mr.
‘Edmund Mason, of 11, Kemdon
Drive, Westbury-on-Trym.
* Mr. Mason, an estates surveyor
with the Ministry of Works,
Bristol, whose hobby is archa:eo-
logy and who gives evening lec-
tures on_ archseology to the
Workers’ Educational Assoeiation,
is preparing to dig again in three

| Weeks” time.
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| NEW CAVE FOUND AT
~* RICKFORD
100-ft. Interior Said To Include Formations As
Bequtiful’ As Any In The Mendips

M. Colin Cole (top), of Wrington, Mr. Ivor Towler (Winscombe),
and Mr. John Bosley (Sandford) who discovered the cave. Mr.
Bosley is entering the shaft.

= UILDERS fevelling ground at a farm at Rickford, near Bur-

rington, came across what they at first thought to be a large
black rock. However, further investigation by the building con-
tractor, Mr. J. Ashley. revealed that the dark “object” was, in
fact, the mouth of a cave. Already it is being said that the for-

mations to be found inside the cave are as beautiful as any in
the Mendips. { X

One of the builder’s employees,
Mr. John D. Bosley, who has made
the descent, told the “Mercury” : “It
is a wonderful sight—better than
anything in Cheddar caves.”

Mr. Ashley,” of Winscombe, has
'been engaged in building a cowshed
8 and food store on the site, for the
owner, Mr. E. J. Wyatt.

30fi. Crevice
i A 30fi-long crevice leads to the
¥ cave, 40ft. below the surface. The |
crevice measures three feet at thel
dwidest section. The cave itself is
s about 100ft. long,
! Several caving groups have already
imade the descent, and many photo-
been_taken
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. just when it was needed. They could not |

POTHOLERS HAULED
TO SAFETY

. 1960

TRAPPED 12 }10UH£ BY
FLOOD WATER
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT

WELLS, Aug. 28

Eleven potholers trapped by flood
water for over 12 hours in Swildon Hole,
Priddy, Somerset, were rescued fit and
well by members of the Mendip cave
rescue organization early this morning.

While they were underground some two
inches of rain fell and flooded the 40[t.
drop a short distance from the entrance.
Rescuers made contact with them after two
attempts at about 1.30 a.m. It took three
hours to complete the rescue, the potholers
being assisted one by one through cascad-
ing water up the 40ft. drop by lifeline.

Patrick  Buckley, of Birdale Close.
Henbury, Bristol, who was celebrating his

i eighteenth birthday and having his first

experience of potholing in the Mendips.
was perhaps the luckiest member of the
party. He was swept away by the current
in an underground chamber and lost his
torch and his boots.

SLIPPED OFF LEDGE

“While waiting on a ledge I slipped
off and was carried under water for about
50 yards ”, he said. “1 went down over
a waterfall. Somehow I managed to grab
hold of a vock. 1 clung on to it and
climbed to a dry spot. I waited there for
about three hours. I shouted, but no one
heard. Suddenly I saw lights, Three or
four chaps came along a ledge on the
opposite side, saw me amd sat there to
cheer me up. They were members of the
Wessex Caving Club  whe  were also
trapped. One of them wei and got my
friends. We were taken to « dry cavern
and given clothes to keep wurm.”

Alan Nash, aged 17, of Silverhill Road,
Henbury, gave high praise to the rescuers,
“If it had not been for them ”, he said,
“1 think we should have been finished.
They gave us clothing, hot soup and food

have done anythitig better for us ™.

Earlier, Wells firemen came to the aid
of two members of Bristol Exploration Club
trapped by rising water in St, Cuthbert's
Swallet, about half a mile 4way, The
firemen pumped over 100,000 gallons of
water from the swallet entrance to enable
the men to escape.
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11 Down Cave in Mendips

A RESCUE team was standing by early to-day to go to
- the aid of 11 potholers trapped by storm water
in Swildon’s Hole, a deep cave in the heart of the Mendip
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! MR. H. E. BALCH

i Mr. Herbert Ernest Balch, who did much
of the pioneer exploration of Wookey Hole,
died at his home at Wells, Somerset, yester-
dpy. He was 88. He started exploring the
Mendip Cdves, on which he became a
leading authority, 75 ycars ago. A few
years later, with his small collection of
igu!cgical treasures, he opened the Wells
duseum in one room. He gradually built
up # eollection of Wells * bygones” and
rehistoric relies, and in 1944 the museum
ad to move 10 a large house. It now
avruets about 20,000 visitors a year, Bulch

was honorary ¢iats? of the ritser il
a few yeurs ugo. C% %'&i IQSH
hfhe city of Welgw e al s

ere he began work as a Post Office
messenger boy and rose to become Head
Postmaster, made him an honorary free-
man in 1944,

{ Hills near Wells, Somerset.
Police said that it would be
some time before the water had
subsided sufficiently to allow a
descent by the rescuers. The
trouble was caused by torren-

- tial rainstorms, which swept the ’

West yesterday causing water to
rise suddenly in the cave systems.

The alarm was raised when other
potholers realised that the party
was below a 40-ft. drop down 3
which the storm water was gush-
ing. The trapped people were led
by Mr. David Berry, of Bristol.

Rescuers Forced Back
A rescue party, which entered the
pothole laté last night, was prevented
from going beyond the first level by
the torrent.
From the cave entrance they made
contact by telephone with the cavers
“at 1.20 a.m., Information was re-
ceived that the party numbered 11
including two schoolboys. _
Mrs.” Jack Main, daughter-in-law
of the owner of Swildon’s Hole, said
that with seven others the five
entered the cave about lunch-time in
good conditions. Then they decided
to go farther in. ‘“We have had
such torrential rain that the drop has
filled with water,” she said.
I A rescuer said: “There is no
| danger at present except from cold.
We believe at least some of them are
wearing exposure suits.”
Two other cavers trapped by water
in St. Cuthbert’s Swallet, about half
| a mile away, were able to make their
~escape after the Wells Fire Brigade,
working for six hours, had pumped
aver 100,000 gallons of water from
the pothole,
Elsewhere in the Mendips, in
Gough's Caves at Cheddar, guides
quickly brought out parties of visi~
. tors yesterday when floodwater flowed
in rapidly. Guides carried out women ‘;
’ and children as the water rose. F
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11 POTHOLERS RESCUED AFTER NIGHT OF TERROR

LEVEN potholers, trapped by ' '
floodwater deep in the Mendip
Hills, were rescued vyesterday—
some of them cut and bruised, but
all well. Luckiest was Pat Muckley,
of Birdale-close, Henbury, Bristol.
Last night he told of the 17 hours A
of terror on his 18th birthday. PAT MUCKLEY

Caught in torrent

Trapped in a ‘tomb™

Hit rocks

1 tried three times and fell
about eight feet into a deep,
! fast underground stream.
I was swept 50 yards under-‘
water in the darkness,
L 3

hitting rocks all the way. I
was swept underground into
another cave when suddenly

I stopped, caught between
two big stones.

A few yards in front of me
the stream went into a big
crack in a 70ft. waterfall.

I couldn’t go forward and
I couldn’t go back and I was
LT By frightened to move.
At first I shouted and
| PAT MUCKLEY | | scraameg tor Belp. It was
pitch dark and I thought I
would never get out. My |

I WENT out early on boots were sucked off my
Saturday to spend my feet by the water.
. birthday with my friend | % ‘
| Alan Nash who had | 1 P'ayeﬂ
" promised to take me down f‘régcter adbitog gootlé)astlbeing
2 & ene C . was
the potholes for the ﬁrsg t sure I was going to die. I

time. 3
We went down Swildon'sh|

Hole, near Wells, before mid- 1

day. It was fine then and

just cried and prayed. I was
very worried about not
having a priest with me
before I died.

i there was no hint of danger. ; All of a sudden I saw lights
| There were four of us. and a woman and three or
[ At 3.30 we decided to make . four chaps come along.
| our way back because the | I can hardly remember
| water in the streams under- ' being rescued. They took me
! ground was rising. | to where the others were sit-
i When we reached a place | ting in a cave waiting for the
 called the Twin Pots, the flood water to go down.
| water was very high. Nash We sat for 12 hours chat-
! and another chap managed ting and I prayed some more
to pull themselves up before others came down
through it. from the surface and told us

it would be all right to make
Qur way up.
T " They tgld me ITx;;as found
; = ~ £SS. y accident. ey had
From - HE ‘Dﬂ““/ ExPRE ayllready reslcuekci thef peoplg
they were looking for an
M‘,,.Ja:s 29 ﬂuj 1960 were doing a bit of exploring.
- Tiien we were led to the
surface by other rescuers
with ropes.



MY BIRTHDAY

TERRO

Patrick celebrates

after

flood

ordeal 250ft down

POTHOLER Patrick Muck-
ley threw an 18th
birthday party last night—
hours after being nearly
swept to his death by icy
torrents of storm water
250ft. below ground.

And he told guests at the
party in his Bristol home:
“I guess I'm the luckiest
fellow in the whole world to
be with you tonight.”

Patrick’s ordeal began on
Saturday when he and three
friends descended 1,000 feet into

PATRICK MUCKLEY
“I'm very lucky”

Swildon’s Hole, a cave in the
Mendip Hills, Somerset.

The party was led by 17-year-
old Alan Nash, of Service Hill-
road, Bristol, and also included
17-year-old schoolboy . Tommy
Logan and 17-year-old civil ser-
vant Terry Taylor, both of
Southmead, Bristol.

All went well until a sudden
rainstorm sent storm water
rushing round their feet.

HIS ORDEAL

Five hundred feet from the
mouth of the cave the party
came across double pots 20ft.
deep—15ft. above normal.

Alan and Terry successtully
skirted them and reached higher
ground. But 25 Tommy and Pat-

By PETER MOORHEAD

rick attempted it, Patrick slip-

ped and plunged into the

torrent. )

“We shone our torches into
the pool,” said Alan last night.
“But he had vanished.”

The storm water sucked him
to the bottom of the pot and
dragged him 50ft. along a rock-
strewn narrow passage.

“The pressure was so terrific
that I felt my Army boots being
torn off,” said Patrick at home
in Birdale - close, Henbury,
Bristol. “I thought I was a
gonner.”

In the pitch darkness he could
do nothing but feebly attempt to
clutch the side of the passage.
Suddenly he was flung on to a
rock and he held on.

HIS CRIES

Freezing, and cut and bruised,

Patrick clung to the rock and -

shouted for help for
HOURS.

“ Suddenly I saw lights and a
woman and three or four chaps
came along,” said Patrick.

It was another party of ex-
perienced potholers who had
also been exploring the cave.

“They sat on the opposite
side of the ledge to cheer me up.
I told them about my friends
and they went to try to find
them,” said Patrick.

“One managed to get up to
the other side of the ledge and
we waited until the water went
down.

“Then the Mendip rescue
organisation chaps came down
and brought us chocolate, soup
and protective suits.”

Both parties then clambered
to safety up a 40ft. wire ladder.

Last word -from Patrick: “I
knj“i I was lucky, but next time
T'll be ‘move careful. We all want

to go potholing again. Ii's
terrfict”

THREE |

FRom :
Tae DAy HERALD
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~ Daily Sketch Reporter
A SCHOOLBOY yesterday told
of his three hours trapped in

a below-ground waterfall.
Patrick Muckley, saved with ten
other potholers, was sucked beneath:

the flood-swollen water and swept 50
- vards.

Ripped boots off

He surfaced and clambered in dark-
ness—his party’s flashlights had been lost
—to a ledge.

“It seemed like eternity there,” he
said at a hostel in the Mendips.
- “The cataract, 250ft.
down, ripped my boots
off.
“Think of it . . . this
was my 18th birthday!”

Fifty potholers
rescued the 11 through
Swildon’s Hole at 4 a.m.

— 3 v SweTcH First, firemen had to
FRoM: HE DP«“- pump hundreds of
thousands of gallons of

Homlaj . 29 4‘:‘! 19é0. water from the cave.

Foi'ced back

Patrick, who liveg at
Henbury, Bristol, and
three friends and two
other groups went down
on Saturday.

Four members of the
Wessex Caving Club
went to warn them of
flooding, But water
. forced them back. i




Jushand and wife cut off by 40 ft. torrent

AP 5N

IVE potholers, including a husbhand and wife, were
trapped by floodwater last night, in Swildon’s
Hole in the Mendip Hills, near Priddy; Somerset.

Firemen pumped water from the hole as members of the

Mendip Rescue Organisation stood by.

The trapped men entered the cave at 11 am. The
alarm was raised when other potholer. noticed the
volume of water gushing down the 40 ft. drop after
a torrential thunderstorm.

Efforts were made to contact the trapped men by
their portable telephone link-up without effect.

Swildon's Hole snakes for three-quarters of a mile and is

‘one of the most dangerous in the Mendips. A young potholer
died there last winter.

But the trapped men are belleved to be experienced mem-
bers of the Bristol Exploration Society trained to meet such
an emergency—if they have a chance,

There is a rope ladder on the 40-ft. drop below which |
they are trapped. Water is cascading down, covering the
ladder up which they must climb to safety.

Late last night police took lighting equipment to the
mouth of the cave to guide rescuers, led by Mr. David |

Late last night police took lighting equipment to the
mouth of the cave to guide rescuers, led by Mr. David
Berry, of Bristol, as they entered the shaft into the cave,
Mr. Robert Main, owner of the hole, said last night: “ The
position is not healthy. It is worrying,that no contact has
been made with them by helr field telephone.”

T A police officer said: “ All
streams are swollen after the
storm, It is believed the
force of the cascade ‘has
stopped the potholers from
climbing the ladder,

from: Twe ProrLe

Sonday, 2% Rog 1960.

1,200 ft. down

“It Is not known if any
have been swept away when
struggling to get out.”

The trapped men—1200 feet i

underground—are led by Mr.
David Berry, of Bristol. The
married couple are Mr. and
Mrs, Robert Lawden.

It was really “Deadline
Midnight " last night, Tele-
vision viewers saw a pothole
rescue in that newspaper
serial twelve days ago.
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COTHAM GRAMMAR SCHOOL MAGAZINE
- ' SPELAELOGICAL GROUP
This is an unofficial group, but it attracts members from both
. 3 Arts and Science Sixths as well as the Fifth forms. No set pro-
gramme is followed, but expeditions are arranged by mutual
agreement.

Under the able leadership of R. W. Mansfield, the group has
made expeditions to the Burrington Combe, Priddy, Cheddar,
Winford, Dundry and Loxton areas. Excavation has been done at,

e

Clarken Coombe, Burrington, Lawrence Weston and is now centred
on Bleadon. ' :
The major work of the year has been the survey and exploration
of Box Freestone Quarries, under the aegis of the Mendip Nature
Research Committee. The extent of the quarries was not realised
at first and it was hoped to complete a full survey, but this has now
3 been modified to cover the areas not already explored and plotted’
by other groups. ;
Several week-ends have been passed there, and one of the
many interesting discoveries has been a resonant underground
~.¢ cathedral ”, domed like St. Paul’s, 80-100 feet high, roughly
50 feet wide, and with a “ nave > 200 feet long.
In conclusion, we must thank Mr. A. Oldham (M.N.R.C.) and
& - Mr. P. F. Bird, curator of botany and zoology at Bristol Museum,
for their continued interest in the group.
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Pals watch, helpless, as torrent |iraps him upside down

CAVE-MAN

40 seek secret of Swildb_n 's Hole, then—

Student dies
in freezing

waterfall §

By ARTHUR SMITH

29 1
‘_\ -..-Y__EAR-OLD student trying to escape
from a cave thr_eatened by flood water died
2s he hl-mg_ upside down on a rope ladder under
2 freezing cold waterfall. ;
The student, John Wallin ina
e y gton, was in
Emloring the Mendip Hills LFEI b A0
= Somersef. They set out
aturday to discover
E‘r_..con‘s Secrefs” — g
n:l:ce'd chamber where no
&sn has set foot—a mile
msde Swildon’s Hole.
secret remains. The
s had to turn back
w==n water from thawing
 B@W =nd ice poured into

te= cave. To escape they had

¢ =50 1D 2 nine-inch-wide
Toge fadder to get to a ledge

me they reached the

o

Death in the waterfall—a “ Herald

rHORROR

artist’s impression.
.

¥ Were waist deep in
: And more flood water —
= : ledge they |

He slipped. caught his toe in
the ladder and hung like .a
plumbline in the waterfall for 10
minutes before he was pulled to
the top.

The party were in high spirits
when they climbed into the small
entrance of Swildon’s Hole early
in the afternoon.

Two carried frogmen's Kit.
They were to make the final
assault on “ Swildon's Secret.”
‘The rest carried food, oxygen
cylinders, ropes, lighting and
ther equipnient.
=~ But as they worked their way

deeper into the hill a watch
party left at the cave entrance
saw the water start to gush into
the opening.

EXHAUSTION

The explorers were all set
for the final assault when a
warning came through the dark-
ness: THE WATER IS
RISING.”

... Quickly the explorers made
for the entrance. But now they
had to battle against a strong
flow of waist-high water.

They were 400 feet from the
entrance when they reached the
rope ladder. By now many of
them were near exhaustion. . -

Then they saw the waterfall.
They were trapped.

Above them a seven-strong
Téscue party were on. the way—
sent for by the people left on
watch.

“The rescuers reached the
ledge 40 feet above the explorers.
Some of the trapped men were
singing to keep up their spirits.

Others splashed about in the
icy water to try to get warm.

LIFE-LINE

A life-line was dropped down
and the rescue party started to
haul the explorers to safety. It
was essential for the trapped
men to use the rope ladder as
much as they could.

But Mr. Howard Kennedy, 31-
year-old leader of the rescue
party, told me:

“YWhen Wallington’s turn
came he was so weak he could
hardly help himself up at all.

“ Then he slipped and was en-
guifed by the icy water.

The rescuers took turns haui-
ing Wallington’s body to the
cave entrance. His is the first
death in the histcry of cave-
climbing in the Mendips.

The other 39 cavers were res-
cued and last night were re-
covering in their homes, mostly
in the Bristol area.

—
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T 25% 140y,

It would be greatly appreciated if you could help
us on the carry-in frip on July 29%h. It will bs
possible %e visit the new sxtensions in VI, previdsd
thet yeu wear an expesurs suit.

SWILDON®S HOLE DIVING OPERATIONS = AUGUST, 1961,

On Saturday July 8th, following up from our recent
opening up of Swildon's VI, we menaged to pass Sump VI
end reach Swildon's VII, Only one diver, (M. Boon)
hae entered Series VII and it is obviously necasssry o
explore and survey the new series quickIy if 4%t 2s to
be done this summer. Unfortunately the sunp is too
dsep (the entrance is about 8' below water level) fopr
it %o be a practical broposition fer free divers.

We intend to dive on Saturday August 5th, with a kit
carrying trip the weekend before en Saturday July 29th.

SATURDAY JULY 29%h.

As large a party as Possible will bs collectad
together to carry lead welghts inte Swildon's IV..
60 1b. of lead weights, plus kitchsn squipment and
Spare oxygen have to bs carried into ths cave. The
kitchen equipment ang Spars gas will bes carrisd asg fapr
8a VI. All helpsrs should meet at Maine's Barn at
08,30 heurs en the day of the trip. All helpers
must be responsibls for their own spave? . and food.
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09, Support party to entsr the cave with
tackls and proceed to VI, In VI hot food should be
preparad for the divers. '

10,00 ‘Divers to enter the cave, Bach diver
%o carry his own breathlng equipment and precsed into
Vi.

After 8 hot meal in VI the divers will dive into
end explere and survey Swilden's VIX. Whilst the
divers sre in VII the suppert psrty will survey the
inist pessage on the left hand sids just beflore

~ Sump VI. This passege commances &8s 8n aven, and a
nylon reps has been left there to facllitate climbing
up. It is jJjust possible that the end of this passsge
48 fairly near Swildon's VII and so an accurats survey

_.13 important.
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A 200-300ft. disused lead mine — Pen Park Hole — from which a
Bristel amateur potholer was rescued at the week-end, should be out of
bounds to all but experienced explorers, said the

city’s Deputy Chief
Fire Officer, Mr. F. C. Revelle, today. : = ’

Enfrance fo the cavern is
2 bole in a field near Pen
Park Road adjoining hun-
"dreds of council houses. It

‘death in 1775.
~were called fo rescue 29-year-

! Cranmore  Crescent, South-

| Thomas Newnham met his’
| On Saturday night firemén
'ald Mr. Peter Batey of 29,/

mead. He went exploring with
his brother, Cuthbert.

Peter finished clinging for life
on a narrow ledge overhanging
a 100 foot drop, and hundreds of
feet from the entrance. Cuth-
bert’s 999 call brought a rescug
team which hauled him to safety,

Mr. Revelle said today: “Thé
opening fo the shaft is enclosed
with wire mesh; the actual open-
ing is covered with pieces of
Awgpd like railway sleepers.

Our feelings are that the
place should be secured in such
a2 way that access can only be
obtained by authorised people
properly equipped and properly
supervised.”

After the rescue, Cuthbert
said: “If wasn’t a prank. Wé
went dewn fo discover where
the Rev. Themas Newnham
met his death, and to see what

was at the bottom of the main .

cavern. Nobedy has ever been
down thatfi s

Peter found he was trapped
‘when he could not climb back up
.the rope on which he had
lowered himself. —
| Members of the rescue feam
.spaced themselves out at inte}-
‘vals along the passageways and
. caverns as markers while Mp.
Revelle and Sub Officer I. A.
Tasker put a line around Pefer
and pulled him up. -

Cuthbert, who lives at 90,
Crosscombe Drive, Hartcliffe,
said : “1 feel a bit ashamed over
this. ‘I know we should have
asked for permission, but we
were afraid of being refused.

Al



PETER BATEY, followed by his brother, Cuthbert, walks

away from Pen Park Hole, Southmead, from which he was

rescued by firemen and police after becoming trapped
while potholing. (See story on Page 2.) /

m

Pen Park Hole

HE BATEY BROTHERS’ sketch of the rescue scene
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WELLS NATURAL HISTORY AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

WINTER SESSION 1961-62 (Wells Museum)

Saturday, October 21, 5.30
A Journey, North Island, New Zealand.
Mr Geoffrey C. Budd. lantern
% Friday, November 3, 7.30
Jamaica, Above Ground and Underground
Professor L. S. Palmer, D.Sc., Ph.D. lantern
Saturday, November 18, 5.30
Corporation Records.
Mr H. J. Dodd, Town Clerk of Wells.
Saturday, December 9, 5.30
City Churches of Bristol
Miss E. Ralph, F.S.A., City Archivist of Bristol
Friday, January 5, 5.30
Stone Age Factories.
Mr F. S. Wallis, D.Sc., Ph.D.
Friday, January 26
Annual General Meeting. s
The President, The Lord Bishop, w111 preside.
Exhibition of “ Family Treasures.”
Saturday, February 17, 5.30
The American Museum in Britain.

S
Y

Mr Ian McCallum, F.R.I.B.A. lantern

Saturday, March 10, 5.30

The Berkeley Family.
Mrs Costley White.

* Sponsored by Mendip Nature Research Committee.
Friends of members admitted at a charge of 1/6.

R. D. REID,
Hon. Secretary

o
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WELLS NATURAL HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
Mendip Nature Research Committee

At the Museum, Wells

Saturday, 16th December, 1961
at 7.30 p.m.

SPECIAI. LECTURE

Illustrated by coloured slides on

Palettes in Californian Caves

by Rane L. Curl, D.Sc.

Member of the Board of Directors of the National Speliological Society of America
Chairman of the Cave Rescue and Cave Safety Committee of America

A Practical Follow-up
of this lecture to identify “ Palettes” in local caves will take place on
Sunday, 1yth December, 1961

Members of all other Caving Clubs are specially invited

Printed at St Andrew’s Press, 43 North Road, Wells, Somerset
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WELLS NATURAL HISTORY AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

SRS e

SUPPLEMENTARY MEETINGS for 1961-62 {

Owing to the desirability of issuing the pro- i
gramme of winter lectures as early as possible, the
following M.N.R.C. lectures and A.G.M. are addition-
al to the programme already printed. |

Saturday, January 13th, 7.30 p.m.
Annual General Meeting, M.N.R.C.

Saturday, January 20th, 5.30 p.m.
‘“The Iron Ore Mines of the Brendon Hills”
Mr M. H. Jones, A.R.I.LB.A. lantern -

Friday, February 2nd, 7.30 p.m.
““Caving in Gibraltar”
Dr E. K. Tratman lantern

Saturday, March 17th, 5.30 p.m.

“The Caves of Slovenia
D. Willis, F.R.G.S. lantern

The above are open to all members
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Playgfound For Ottawa.

Capt. G. W. Hodgkinsén, M.C., managing
director of Wookey Hole Caves, Ltd., recently
spent several months in Canada where he has
opened up a wonderful cavern in the Laur.
entian Mountains.
 This week-end Capt., Hodgkinson is return-
ing.to Canada to complete the afrangements
for making this beautiful estate, which is 45
minutes’ from Ottawa, a great natural play-
ground ‘fok that town, and the following des-
cription of the scene of his activities will, no
doutb, be of interest to ouf Téaders.

The Armida Cave is situated in the Gatineau
district of the Laurentian Highlands which is
part of an ancient belt of mountains estimated
by geologists to have been formed more than
a billion years ago. The formations composing
these anclent mountains are among the oldest
of the world, rocks of similar age occurring
only in the highlands of Scotland, parts of
Scandinavia and a few scattered localities in
other parts of the world.

The Cave itself is in crystalline limestone
or marble and was formed perhaps a million
years ago by. a prehistoric river which wore
away the limestone little by little for unnuw-

| bered years until at last the spectacular cav-

erns that one sees to-day were formed. This

| river probably ceased to flow at the time of

the Glacial Period when the great Glacier
which is. responsible for the configuration of
the cliff immediatcly above and below the
Cave came into being and carved out a great
basin now occupied in part by Lake Armida.
The Cave contains many beautiful stalactite

i

T+

i

| white of the marble walls.

CAPT. HODGKINSON'S CANADIAN CAVE.

WONDERF UL STALACTITE FORMATIONS.

Many of these isolated rock masses conta:n
various minerals such as pyrite, graphite, feld-
spar and quartz, Ochre which has beed
brought from above in solution, is deposited

with imestone to_form stalactites of varied
colours. R
. « THE CATHEDRAL.” [

The chamber known as .the cathedral is a
great crevice 60 feet in height and a glorious
example of stalactite beauty containing apart
from curtain and mural formations, some de-
lightful examples of pendant stalactites. It
is in great contrast to the entrance hall, the
roof of which is dry and consequently devoid
of formation, but it is of great interest. The
water-worn condition of the walls and roof
indicates clearly the manner in which the
Caves were formed.

The serond chamber contains both drapery
and mural stalactites of entrancing veauty and
the colours introduced by the various mineials
are of different and delicate hues, the yellow
of the ochre, blending with the brown of the
iron and contrasting strongly with the dead

From this point the Cave falls in 2 vertical
shaft for more than 40 feet and access to the
lower chambers, which are almost at lake level
can only be obtained by means of a wooden
stairway; they fully justify the descent, how-
zver, for they are of striking beauty and varigd.
form. The subterranean- pool looms myster-
ious beyond ‘ts guarding arch and by its rise.
ond, fall in. sympathy. with. the.lake watezssdovte




Lake Armida from the Cave Mouth. .




formations and curtains which are still ‘‘alive”
for they are increasing in len and thickness

as water bearing, lime in"so _utiOn evaporates
"and deposits its lime content in passing.

The predominant formation in Armida Park

'is the crystalline limestone, but other rocks

‘such as granite and quartzite can be seen em-

.bedded in the roof and walls of the Cave. The
limestone being softer than the other rocks bhas

been worn away by the action of the wate:

leaving the included masses pendant or erect.

These masses in their isolation: take on
successively varied and_¢* weirdish ”’ forms as
one proceeds through the Cave. The inclu-

'sions of granite and other igneous rocks were
‘injected into the limestone during the process

of mountain building when, owing to the im-

“mense upheaval of the earth’s crust, the soft

limestone was subjected to extreme contortion.
As the surface folds were pushed upward mol-

‘ten granite was thrust into_them along frac-

tures to form ¢ dykes > whicn, because of their
brittle character, compatred with the soft
limestone, were broken into isolated masses
as the deformation continued. The finest ex-

ample of this is at the lowest level where a.

huge slab more than two tons in weight de-
pends in the form of an inverted table from the
limestone roof.

notes the lowest level of this mos: interesting
cave.

The lighting system bas been enurely re-
modelled and indirect floodlighting imfre-
duced which displays the beautiful stalacrite
formations to their best advantage and search-
ing out the extreme crevices of the roof which
have never before been seen.

NATURAL SWIMMING POOL.

Lake Armida, immediately below the Cave
mouth, is set like a jewel in the folds of the
surrounding hills and the whole neighbour-
hood is one of entrancing beauty' abounding
with lakes of all descriptions and sizes, most
of which provide excellent fishing. Armida is
a deep lake perfect for swimming, so that
high diving, springboards and changing rooms
have been erected for the convenience of those
fond of aquatic sports. ,
~ A delightful restaurant of an extremely
original design which nevertheless harmonises
with the lovely woodlands surrounding it, has
been built above ana overiooking the Ilake
with evety convenience installed which modem
science has devised to provide the best of
lunches, teas, dinners and suppers for visitors,
while a further attiaction is a dance floor in
the Mooanlight Room, unique in design and

"

The Cave Restaurant.
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WONDERLAND
under the hills |

The remarkable formations

pictured here are part of:

a new subterranean

- wonderland recently found

%q(ﬁp beneath the Mendip
ills.

Chance has opened up fto
explorers a fascinating
and hitherto unknown
cave system, already
regarded as one of the
finest in an area famous
for caveg and with further
recesses waiting to be:
grobed.

Because of difficulties of
access, the public are
never likely to be able
to visit these caverns.
But the Evening Post has
obtained exclusive rights
to bring them to readers
in word and picture,

The story of how a reporter
went down into the caves
and what he found and
more pictures appear on
pages 8 and 9. And there
will be more in tomorrow’s
Evening Post.
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® FORMATIONS reflecting

in t‘hei water in Pool Chamber.




At mldnlght I
erawled, cold, mud-
spattered, soaked and
tired from the depths of
the earth into the rain
and sleet of a filthy
Mendip night.

I had just become the first
journalist in  the world . to
explore half-a-mile of fantas-

tic caves, until recently hid-
" den from men for the whole

of their nearly three hundred

million years existence.

The caves were unearthed by
. blasting operations in a clift
- face. quarry in the Shepton
Mallet area of the Eastern
Mendips.

Quarry experts called in a
group of West-Country caving
enthusiasts and the result has
been the discovery of one of the
‘ most fantastic ‘cluster of caves
yet found in the Mendips.

Filled with mineral pearls,
crystals, chemical iforma'tions
and cascades,- they rank as a
most spectacular find of thezr
size in the Mendips.

So far, the caves ‘have been
explored to a distance of 2,000
feet and a depth of 140 feet.
With side passages and under-
ground rivers still untouched,
:cihe potentialities * are tremen-

ous. .

Nowces

It was into these depths and
the unexpected hazards of cave
exploration that Buddy Powell
and I went, as complete
novices.

But we were not the only
novices. There was a third,

_ former London model, 20-year-
old Maxine Reve, a Persian
traveller staying at Clifton,

+ Bristol, who put on a miner’s
helmet waterproof boiler-suit,

| and boots to make the trlp
“ just for the fun of it.”

Miss Reve asked to go down
because she expected some-
' thing like Cheddar caves. Her
| first two descents down 50 feet

Aof bare rockface soon proved

rid beneath the

Mendips

to her how different these
new caves were from a frippers’
four.

For, make no mistake, this
is no place for inexperienced
amateurs. Only fools set off
-alone on jaunts where one
mistake can bring tragedy.
The entrance is a gaping hole,

about 15 feet from the quarry
cliff top. Immediately inside is
a sharp 50 foot drop into a
large entrance cavern, strewn
with boulders. The descent is
made by nylon rope, which en-
tails gripping jutting pieces of
rock with the feet and lowering
yourself hand below hand down
the rope.

First crystals

By the time you reach the
bottom you wish you had never
tried, and feel confident that
nothing worse can follow. -

But the cavers tell you,
“Don’t Wworry, you've seen
nothing yet.” -

An erratic passage of awk-
ward, jutting rock formations
leads to another 25 foet cliff-
face descent into the second
chamber.

The temperature - here is a
steady 52 degrees Farenheiht
which exists throughout the
caverns. Here the first erystal
formations begin to appear.

The caves themselves have
been created through millions
of years by underground
streams. Completely sealed off
from the outer world, they have
never before been entered by
men or animals.

The second cavern leads into
a passage, where still water has
formed attractive pools over
the cave floor.

Another difficult part follows.
You inch along  another

passage by pressing your back
against one side, and feet
against the other.

'Letter-box’

After easing on your stomach
through a “letter box squeeze”
you are covered in water and
milk-chocolate brown mud.

The next passage has water
up to knee depth. It squelches

.into my boots, shrinks my

socks, and soaks my jeans up

to the knee joints.

Miss Reve, safely encased in
Pr-aterpno.ofs, exclaims: “What
un

This wet tunnel leads into a
third cavern, where the upward
pointing stalagmlte comes into
its own.

To the left' is the entrance
to a muddy unexplored under-
ground river. Tts source is so far
unknown. -

Now the wonderful forma-
tions, created since the dawn of
time by chemicals carried in
falling drops of water, become
more fantastic.

Giant stalactites hang from
the roof. Thick stalagmites point
upward like great columns of
ice, so strong you could lower
yourself over a precipice with
a rope tied round one of them.

This Aladdin’s cave is made
even more fantastic by the
helactites. Looking like tiny
white icicles = they defy the
force of gravity, and grow side-

ways, in the shape of a cross,

and even curve round like a
staple back into the cave roof
again. How these have been
formed, no one yet knows for
certain.
The most difficult ascent of
all follows from the mnext
cavern—already : dubbed 'the

-Maypole Cave, because the =

3§
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explorers found the only way

" for them to continue was to
erect a “Maypole” — joining
sections of tubing together,
holding it - upright “with
numerous ropes and climbing

Beneath the Mendip Hills
lies a honeycombed won-

S o s ey SN

into a passage high in the ° rland.  Great caverns,
side of the cave by a rope ‘sl‘:naller caves, subter-
ladder. ' - - ranean pools, swallets, rock
But one of the most frightening 1| chimneys, and a great host
sections is to follow. It is the 1| of stalagtite and stalagmite

Corkscrew. You lower yourself . | formations making glisten-
down a spiral chimney of rock, ing patterns as light catches
the carbide —lamp in your them, perhaps for the first

miner’s safety helmet hardly time in millions of years.
showing where your feet must Some of the caves, like
go. : . ! those at Cheddar and

. And the result is worth the Wookey Hole, are famous as
journey. For you emerge into tourist attractions. Others
the Crystal Chamber, with its are known only to spelaolo-
brilliant array of stalagmite for- il gists, those enthusiastic ex-
mations jutting in every direcs plorers of the underground i
tion. who often endure acute

The walls are patterned in | {| physical discomfort for the
crystal colours. it thrill of discovery.

These are reds formed by | And still the depths
ferrous oxides of the earth below = Mendip yield new
above; black from minute quan- treasures. Recently, quarry-
tities of manganese in the ing -’opef:itiuns revealed a
hmestone.; green, from copper i greht new cave system,
salts; white from pure ecalcium | breathtaking in its majesty,
carbonate. = ~and probably never hefore
- This main cave leads to other || seen by the eyes of man.
caverns still being - explored. et
We are now 2,000 feet from  ° W is mosiglunlre ze o
the entrance. Above us is 140 ;l;f{p&bgﬁéﬁl,ﬁﬁ B ity
feet of limestone »rock, |l Post phot o"grapéler BUDI"]';)Y

. de POWELL and  reporter
Hazardous s | COLIN CROSS are among

Coming back seems to take “the handful who have been

no time at all. It is not until - privileged to explore them

you crawl out.into the fine rain and on these pages they

you realise you have been in - give, in word and pictures,
the earth for five hours. . some glimpses of the spec-

Perhaps, like me, you marvel 2 tacle unfolded to them. -
at what you have seen; but i =

would rather follow a less y )
hazardous career. - e
. Or maybe you wonder whaf
does it achieve ? “And who are
the men who want to wander
about in muddy caves, ‘any-*
way? 3% i




STRAWS in Erratic Passage
bove) the quickest growing _ -
cave formations.
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The president of the
“caving club, Max Unwin,
lights a magnesium-_flare in
Maypole Chamber. The other
ctavers are (left to right) Jack
Hill (front, left) Evening Post
reporter Colin Cross, Maxine
Reve and John Eatough.
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Caver John Eatough, in Erratic Passage.
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Cing mllle wsn‘eurs chaque jour se donnen#
le frisson de decouvnr le gouHre mais

| wngf fro:s "hommes’ seuiemenf diront

ce so:r s :Is ont pu percer e mysfere
de la riviere souferrame

dtlasamtl’zere Vil
.(PhtCmphotTl se.) f

. e
SAI’AN frappa du ped et le
gouflie souvtit. ¢« Saute »,
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jours, }es FeuL
leins .de paysa--

gontles de fatigue et
< glganteSqués et Tumineuses, de
ux enserrés enire des rochss

par la nature ‘alors déchainée, ue-
~ ront au restaurant trog“lodvte oui-
' fre de Padirac les rations K et le thé
~ boueux, menu quotidien de lexpédi-

tion, contre un_ repas gastronomique
sl le chamzpagne des fms d’aventures.

-~ Iis étaient vmgt-trms au départ.
% Cmq ‘sont remontés hier mais n’ont
= rien révélé de leur découverte. Ils
£ laissent cette Jole aux derniers.

3 Compagncxns du silence et de Ia nuit,
ces hommes, spéléclogues” et _savants
‘en renom, auront progressé a travers
le dédale souterrain sans cesse coupé

~de siphons et aéré de salles immen-

i ses reliées entre e},].es par de minus-
cules chameresr :

Tantot & pied, de la glaise jusqua

nistes, encai‘dfé&;' pecrochés  aux  pans
de* murailles suintantes et ﬁs&a&nsks

w

ques que, sans fin, il faut gﬁaﬂer ot
dégoniler, charger avec la ionne éé
matériel empcgte& = e

“avant , possib
n*nnm% Otk

bliant  Phumidité

. longe*r chat
- imgtgm@& tra-

glaciale qui,
_verse la com)
se pilus, idée £
ir,

= ‘soixante ans ;

aventures éé 'd;ﬂ:igees:' par
les présigenw s du  Groupe
spéléologique ‘et de Paris,

-~ accompagneés

. médecins inté
~ ment de T'orga

e séjour prolo
_de militaires

. des transmissions
~ savants effectu

- nisation b de

France
s leurs épopées de !

_aux joies secrétes. devaut permettre ae
Kpe&‘éer davantage Jusgu’a 5 km. 200
— le secret de la fameuse riviére sou-
terraine que chaque jour 5.000 touris-

i © tes parcourent is‘gr 800 metres, mais

v d’gm a explorer

: A'Sam’t-Georges
Montvalent sans
tres

Paazmc =

3 csmadour, le gouffre
en. ple;n eausse, a ciel
de ‘75 métres et large 3 }
gua sans doute fort les paysans
‘Quercy, qui attribuérent son existen-

—ce & une colere du diable =

ges lunaires, faits de gorets de sté}ae— et bond de l'autre coté de labp%e '

est

_ iransparentes, de « marmifes géan-

tes » et de cavernes “profondes, invio- .
‘1ées depuis leur mcons‘mente creatxon 7

~ ciel. Un an plus tard, 1. orgams

o CLLLLL avaLt otgsé jusqua 1.590 1ms

mi-cuisse; tantot a Pimage des alpis

 Plus ‘de gours, Dieu merei
s éemi@% 5

 parfois 2 bord des canols pheumati:  jgireciscement, puis un

Hallucinante mamhe va‘s l’ineminu *
Progression  que '&m’ méﬁe le plias &

eé}l&uisaxt de

‘ééaque‘cte du fiacre ses feuilles,

‘lable au hasard inouil qui fit, quel
madmam, il fra

= ,ceLEbrav - e

"A QﬁELQUES MM@

; . '-‘f«v;ngt
Celui-ci, disaient-ils, rencontramt = méme u
sainf Plerre qui, sur sa aule, allait

paisiblement & la recherche ddmes &

orner se précipitant, a

que, cht«on lemprem(te de ses sabat
3 e dalle |

- Le diable, furieux de son ~é‘chee, re-
gagna les entraﬂles de la terre p r

le trou quwil avait creusé et, depuis

lors, le gouffre de Padirae passe pour

‘*~donner’ accés au domaine de Satan.

Padirac, porte de I'Enfer, la 1é-
gende ne devait pas impressionner,
en * 1889, le célébre spéléologue |
Edouard Martel, qui, le goufifre explo-
ré, découvrait un étroit orifice.
25 metres plus bas, Martel se treu-
vait sur les berges de la riviere sa

premiére grande ex:pédmor et

le grand déme, dont la votte ha e

tres de Pentrée, il atteint cette gs
de 100 mstres domine un lac :
du agement », celu

e

ites pent i
30, métres de hauteur -

de 60 mvé&‘es Qe’ lb,'

dontre tn h’ ' Ba 1800
1a piaee ae sal» = By
; au mende.

‘ Le sort du gonff?e“
surla banqz:zetz‘e d'un fzacre
CW%U MEI@N r@dmgt}te f‘i}

canne, sous le bras, une servietie
contenant ume copievse documenta-
tion, le spéléologue partit pour 5
ris. Sans doute, 1

en “échec, révait-il - em.ore a sow -

, extraordmaxre monde souterrain

Toujours est-il qu’il oublia sur ‘da

plans et ses dessins. Satan voulutnb
Taider ‘et attirer - sur lui les regards
du- giécle pour en ricaner peut-étre
dans un recoinr de la grotte? C
serait peut-étre une explication v

ques instants plus
e meme atﬁelage au

Aux derniéres lneursk {Xe sieéle
on inaugurait les premiers améua%l
ments touristiques. du lieuw deve

Trente an lﬁs tard

aé,ﬁe? ~ 2
pass&ge Eﬁgﬁélt 250 métres
navxgualt jusqua un réfrécissement
de la galerle et s'arrétait & un étran-
glement qui Ialssalt ceuler Yeau par




'ﬁe.hﬁsl&h}aﬁgha&es quil faudra con-

‘un « orifice bas, 3 peine large de
60 ceéntimeétres, haut de 20 centimé=
tres, et que des pointes stalagmiti~’
ques achevaient de rendre imprati-
cable ». - x ;

Pour ftrente-sept ans, cen était
fini des explorations, le conseil d'ad-
ministration de la Société ayant lui-
méme interdit toute nouvelle recon-
naissance au-dela du lac des Grands-
Gours. .

C’est & M. de Lavaur que, trois ans
avant les hostilités, M. W. Beamish,
actuel président du gouffre, fit appel

. :

pour - repartir & la découverte de
~Letrange univers, Le secrétaire géné-
val du Comité national de spéléolo~
gle a, en vingt ans, pendant huit
cents heures, pareouru les galeries
qua la surface se disputent le Causse
et la Limargue. Président du Spéléo-
Club de Paris, président de la Socié-
té de France de spéléclogie, par-
ticiperent a ces passionnantes excur-
sions, ignorées d'un public toujours
. blus nombreux. .

- Ensemble, ils découvrent, au cours
de séjours sans cesse plus longs, le
Padirac inconhu : celui des Iluttes,
celui du merveilleux naturel qui
surgit a chaGue anfractuosité, dans -
ie mince ragi;& de la lampe & acé-
tylene. Le Padirac des mirages, des
Prairies et des marronniers qui han-
tent, le soir, les campeurs assis sur

i

- Targile détrempée; des nausées, .des
vertiges, de la fatigue, du canot qui -

Se retourne dans l'eau profonde, du
matériel indispensable, éc}gelles et
cordages, qui# faut remorquer. -
Quatorze expéditions maitresses,
vingt peut-éire ou  frente pour.

‘atteindre, & 5200 meétres du restay- .

rant troglodyte, le chaos Martel ef
la salle Beamish, immenses cavernes
ou viennent se conjuguer les bran-
ches d’'un inextricable labyrinthe de
galeries et de cascades; pour attein-
dre une paysage' de cataclysme, jone
ché dénormes rochers qui semblent
s'étre détachés de la volte et qui
menacent de rouler quand les hom-

~ mes s’y agrippent. Un peu plus loin,

sur la riviere sans fin, des forma-

ons calcaires font penser i des

er pour permetire le passage d'une
Weﬁf;ba ation. Enfin, au’ il de Tin-
cohnu, surgit « sur uh Bromontoire
une forét de stalagmifes de  foutes
‘tailles, i nt - blanches, qui

parfaitement
S'élancent & plusieurs meétrés de hau-
teur, comme pour donner la main
axﬂé‘»—aial%gﬁtes et aux draperies qui
pendent de la voite ».
Au-dela, e¢'est linconnu, la bar-

' ridre de l'avenir, et cette derniére
. randonnée a duré quatre jours et

‘quatre nuits.
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* plus importante jamais -

B

tend ce soir ~ -

ot on at,
 'de la plusimportante:
expédition jamais congue
(CE SOIR, 3 Padirac, ot 1a pre

dent le retour de lexpédition 1962, 1a
1 ue, on
saura peut-8tre ce qulau-teld de ia
‘Sainte-Chapelle, la nature a créé,
Quoi de plus exiraordinaire encore,
de plus grandiose, quelle nouvelle
cathédrale peuplée d’argues gigantes-
ques, quel nouveau lac découvert au
prix d'une semaine entidre d& mar-

- ches par ces spéléologues domt la

race seule sera, sans doute, un jour
invitée a voir? Quels enseignéments
pour les savanfs! Sk s el

M. Max. Couderc, = président . du
Spéléo-Club de Paris; le professeur
Jeze; MM. Cavalier, président du
Spéléo-Clup de France et directeur

< du Muséum dhistoite naturelle. de

Montauban; Philippe Renaud, atta-

- ché au Laboratoire de la Rechercha

_seientifique de Moulis; Saumande,

docteur en pharmacie, chargé des

. tests physiologiques; Puech-Maurel,

b ‘d’interminables heures, on & cherch
dans le Monde du Silence et de. I

président du Spéléo-Club de  Saintt
Céré; certains membres de celui de

Cahors; vingt-trois hommes en tout, -

privés, depuis dimanche, de tout

~ contaet avee le monde entier,iqui; ce

soir, retrouveront au lac des Grands-
Gours, la vraie lumiére. Celle qui
giwuéa et fait mal quand, pendant

i

Nuit; dans un déeor fantasmagori-
que... le passage. i 5

© Colette Malvy,

™ Ia radic ef 18 ’eé;lggm atten-
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spééalogiques 196]

o PADIRAC : Le gouffre a livé

tous ses secrets

o QUEBE DE COTCHE: De nowels
galenes sonf decnuvertas

- l:EZY EAUX BHAUBES Les eaux

AX COUDERC et quu:pe ‘de pointe de la plus grande expé-
dition jamais entreprise pour per\:er le mystére dé la riviére
~ souterraine du gouffre de Padirac sont revenus hier, 4 15 heu-
res, au lac des Grands-Gours, chaque 1our visité par cing mille
~ touristes.

Fahgués les traits tirés, enrobés de glaise, mais un grand
sourire aux levres, les spéléologues criaient leur sensationnel
explait : les galeries souterraines de Padirac, qui pendant plus
de soixante-dix ans avaient refusé de livrer leurs secrets,
venaient de s’ouvrir pour eux sur 3 km 400 d’inconnu. i

L’émotion passée, on devait apprendre — par cent métres
de fond et avant méme que les hommes aient regagné la
lumiere naturelle tant souhaitée — qu’aprés avoir marché lundi

dernier pendant dix-sept heures d’affilée, mardi pendant neuf,
ils avaient installé, photographes, scientifiques et spéléologues,
leur camp de base a 5 km 800 de entrée du gouffre.

Le lendemain, aprés avoir cherché un passage, Max Cou-
derc découvrait une galerie 3 l'intérieur de Iaque”e, seize heures

durant, tantdot a pied, tantot 3 bord des canots pneumahques,
ils devaient progresser pour, finalement, se heurter 3 un gigan=

- tesque siphon de-quinze meétres de Iarge autant de hau'r biass
_ sant des milliers de métres cubes d’eau. Barriére sans doute a

jamais impenetrable.

UN EXPLOIT REMARQUABLE

« On ne pouvait espérer mieux de cette expédition. L’ex-
ploration de Padirac est maintenant achevée, car il serait du
domaine de la folie de vouloir, & trois jours de marche, dans
_* la glaise aspirante, tenter le passage en scaphandre du siphon
~que nous avons rencontré », devait nous déclarer Max Coudere,

président dy Spéléo-Club de Paris.

(LIRE LA SUITE EN DERNIERE PAGE.)
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(S’mte de $a p)'emzere page )

Quant 3 M de Lavaur, vice- prea
sident du Comité national de spé-
ieoiggie, qui, pendant les vingt der-

niéres années chemina huit cents -

‘heures 3 la recherche de Pinconnu
dans les galeries souterraines de Pa-
chrac, en connaisseur, il qualifiait
lexplort accompli de remarqguable.

- Drailleurs, les  spéléologues
avaient tenu a donner le nom" de
M. de Lavaur a lIa partie de la 1i-
viere souterraine de Padirac qu'ils
venaient de découvrir.

- Pour eux, mission accomphe Ta
parole est mamt«enant aux scienti-
fiques qui ont ramené de nom-
breux échantillons de terre et de
‘roche au docteur Saumandes, char-
gé des ftests physiologiques et de
l’étude du comportement de I’hom-
me pendant un long séjour de vie
s&utenmne active. Lui aussi éfait,
hier, au rendez-vous de Padirac.

. 11 nous a affirmé Pimportance de
Pobscurité, du silence et de 'humi-
 dité sur: 1e«@o§gportement de 'hom-
- me dont ¥étude fut Pun des mobi-
; %iei de cefte s nsaimnne]le expe-

ition. -

Sk X

EXPEDITION 1962 a la Que'be
2 inée, Les Spé-
Ieologu:eg perxgourdms et charen-
‘taig achévent de déménager le ma-

tériel qu’ils ont descendu samedx

dans la vallée.

Lé bilan de ces hurt detmers
jours de recherches est positif.
Aprés avoir échoué dang la descen-
te du puits inconnu, sous la grande

. cascade, les speleologtm ont tour-
né earseﬁfomsvaslagrande sal-

Ie en amont. La, wune €quipe de-

pointe comprenant Bordin (Péri-

gueux), le docteur- Lagarde (Cler-
mont-Ferrand) et le jeune Chris-
tian TLalande (Orthez) a ‘trouvé
une autre cascade quelle a pu re-
monter grice a 8 métres de ‘mats.

_Au-dela, une série de galeries trés

caho‘thues longues de 200 métres, '

s'élevait a 102 moires au-dessus de

Pentrée. A moitié chemin se trou-,

ve un puits de 22 métres. Galeries

. et pu:tts continuent, tout comme le

puits ineonnu de la cote — 162. 11

Y a done de beaux jours en pers-

pective pour Pexpédition d’aofit

1963, mais il est certain que pour

réussir, celle-ci devra éﬁsposgrl de

mayens exs}ptmrmels
4? B sk

TION des speléologues
paiois a Cézy-Baux-
aussi terminée.

‘proprement dite
buté par la coloration du
Cette v1:@101131;1011

=

1
£}
i

’EXPED

L’expedmon

avait |
torré;at hymge,

speleahgrqﬂes |
fin

3 la ﬂuorescme avalt pour but de
vérifier I’hypothése émise par les
spéléologues sur la percée hydro-

logique reliant le gouffre Cézy
(1.700 métres) & la grotte des Eaux-
Chaudes ( metres) -

Cette expérience a pleinement
réussi. Les vingt kilos de colorant
déversés dans le forrent souter-
rain sont ressortis soixante heu-
res plus tard, a la resurgence des
Eaux—Chaudes

Ce résultat acquis, l'exploration
du réseau supérieur fut poursui-
vie en vue de rejoindre la tren-
te-quatriéme cascade, point extré-
me des explorations menées par
Taval.

De nouvelles galeries aux dimen-
sions importantes ont ete décou-
vertes, mais la jonction n’a pu étre
réalisée. Toutefois une petlte ga-
lerie supérieure a permis, apres
une longue et pénible désobstruc-
tmn de progresser au—dela du troi-
siéme siphon.

D’intéressantes observatmns ont
été faites sur les eaux Celles-ci
d’'une température de 4 3 6 degreés,
se révelent plus acides que du vi-
nalgre' .

1
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'WELLS NATURAL HISTORY AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

WINTER SESSION 1962-3 (Wells Museum)

Meetings marked % are arranged by the Mendip Nature :

Research Committee for their members, but members
of the parent society are welcome to attend.

Saturday, October 13, 5.30 Prehistoric Somerset
Mrs Dobson-Hinton, Litt.D., F.S.A.

* Saturday, Obodber B, 7.30 Putting back the R in
the M.N.R.C. Mr D. A. Willis

Saturday, Novemter 10, 5.30 The Lands of Glaston-
bury Abbey. Mr S. C. Morland, M.A., €.C.

Saturday, December 1, 5.30 Belgium: A Versatile
Neighbour. Miss K. M. Willcox, B.A. 4

* Saturday, December 15, 7.30 The Carlsbad Cavern.
Mr H. W. H. Ashworth. ]

* Saturday, January 12, 7.30 M.N.R.C. Annual General
Meeting (for members of that committee only.)

Thursday, January 31, 5.30 Annual General Meeting.
The Lord Bishop will preside.

* Saturday, February 9, 7.30 Programme of Sound Films

Saturday, February 23, 5.30 Somerset Folk Songs -
Mr G. P. Rye, F.L.S.

Saturday, March 16, 5.30 A Bird Watching Holiday
in Corsica. Mr J. A. McGeoch.

Saturday, April 6, 5.30 Bristol in the 1890°’s
Mr Reece Winstone.

% Saturday, April 20, 7.30 Wandering in the Pyrenees

Mr H. Sealy.
Friends of members are admitted at a charge of 1/6.

R. D. REID,
Hon. Secretary.
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University of Bristol, Spelacological Society.

Lecture.
Mondey Nov. 19th 1962. Geography Lecture Theatre 8.15 peme

1
Hr. F. S&lt
n1962 British Expedition to the Goufire Berger ™

Guests welcome.
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" THEY SPEND CHRISTMAS IN A. CAVE

T e Subterranean

FIVE-HOUR TREK...
THEN IT'S TIME
TO EAT CHICKEN

~ The res't"df the country shiveréd-’whﬂe
three Bristol men spent Christmas warm and
" cosy—in a cave below the Mendip hills.

] Their Christmas dinner were three pre-cooked
< chickens warmed up on a primus stove after a five-
hour trek i:hrough caverns and over rocks. ; g
The trio are . . . =
Raymond Deasy (19), of 34,
‘Shaftesbury Avenue, Montpelier,
Robert Craig (21), of 31, Cran- |
‘brook Road, Redland, and Phx}tp; i
Romford (21), of 71, Warncliffe b
Gardens, Whitc m'eh
| They returned ‘to the cold icy
{world above ground last night.
Under there, they said today,
the temperature was about 51
‘degrees fahrenheit. They were
able to spend their holiday warm
and cosy in little more than
sweaters and slacks. - ~

SUMP

| They decided some time ago

that they would like to spend

| Christmas making a meteoro-

' logical survey of the chambers

and taking photographs in the

‘cave Stoke Lane Slocher near i

Stoke St. Michael. . |
Carrying a total of more than ;

1} cwt., they had to dive a 2ft. {

sump to get into the cave. |
=it was extremely cold in the ]

water,” said Raymond Deasy.

“We had to be careful with our i

packs.” ,
It took them five hours fto !

make their destination, the

“Throne = Room, where they

pitched their tent and started

on the Christmas dinner. ;
There was just one regret, said |

‘Raymond. No beer.
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